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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/IB99/01 1 01 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as u originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments.): 

Description, pages: 

1 -22 as originally filed 



Claims, No.: 

1-17 



as originally filed 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

3. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 

Yes: 
No: 



Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: 

No: 



Claims 
Claims 1-17 

Claims 
Claims 1-17 

Claims 1-17 
Claims 
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2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VI. Certain documents cited 

1. Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 
and / or 

2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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Re Item I 

Basis of the opinion 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1: US-A-4 828 912 (SHAFI U. HOSSAIN) 9 May 1989 (1989-05-09) 

D2: DE 32 29 097 A (SCHULKE & MAYR) 9 February 1984 (1984-02-09) 

D3: WO 96 09761 A (DIVERSEY CORPORATION) 4 April 1996 (1996-04-04) 

D4: DE 197 37 072 A (ROMAINE-NIESSNER.) 4 March 1999 (1999-03-04) 

D5: WO 98 21305 A (RECKITT & COLMAN) 22 May 1998 (1998-05-22) 

D6: WO 97 46205 A (PROCTER & GAMBLE) 11 December 1997 (1997-12-11) 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
or industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

The subject-matter of claims 1-17 does not appear to satisfy the PCT criteria for novelty 
and inventive step, as set out in article 33(1 )-(3) PCT. 

D1 discloses a method for annihilating harmful respiratory viruses and inhibiting the 
spread of diseases. One of the preferred embodiments is the use of a wet wipe e.g. 
impregnated or coated substrates such as facial tissue and nonwoven materials (page 
3, column 5, line 28-35). The virus being killed on contact with the treated tissue. D1 
discloses the use of acids such as citric, malic, succinic and benzoic used in 
conjunction with a surfactant such as sodium dodecyl sulfate (page 2, column 4, line 
12-19). The surfactants may also be nonionic, for example polyoxyethylenated 
alkylphenols (page 2, column 4, line 61-62). 

D2 relates to antimicrobial compositions which comprise an organic acid such as citric 
acid (page 8, line 18) and an alkylsulfonate and/or alkylsulfate, useful as a disinfectant 
for the food industry with activity against Staphylococcus aureus (page 6, line 12). The 
problems of previous disinfectants relating to strong smells and toxic products are 
discussed. It is therefore, implicit that the disinfectant remains on the treated surface. 

D3 concerns a disinfectant composition which comprises an anionic surfactant chosen 
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from an alkali metal salt of a C 10 -C 18 alkyl sulphate and an alkali metal salt of di(C 6 -C 10 
alkyl) sulphosuccinate, an acid and a nonionic surfactant. The nonionic surfactants are 
polyethoxylated sorbitan esters. The amount of acid in the composition is present in 2- 
28 wt%, preferably 7-13%wt and more preferably 10% wt (page 5, line 23-25), citric 
acid being among the choice of acids (see abstract). The disinfectant composition is 
observed to show optimum disinfectant activity below pH 3 (page 5, line 1-2). The 
disinfectants are disclosed as being suitable for use in cleaning and disinfecting 
machinery and work surfaces which have been used in the preparation of foodstuffs 
and beverages (page 5, line 27-29). 

D5 discloses aqueous cleaning and disinfecting compositions which comprise HOOH 
as an active disinfecting constituent, a monohydric alcohol, a glycol ether or 
butoxypropanol or propoxypropanol, a nonionic surfactant and citric acid. The 
compositions are particularly effective against Salmonella cholraesius and 
Staphylooccus aureus (page 2, line 16-24). The citric acid may be present up to 7% wt, 
however, the pH is maintained at in the range of 1-4 (page 6, line 13-15). Optional 
constituents may also be added, these include fragrances, natural or synthetically 
produced (page 7, line 7-8).The compositions of D5 are most suitable for a "spray and 
wipe" formulation (page 9, line 19-20) for use on a hard surface as a cleaning and 
disinfecting composition. 

For each of the prior art, in order to achieve the desired antimicrobial activity, it is 
implicit that the composition is deposited on the treated surface. The quantity of active 
ingredient used in the present application is so low that it can be met by many of the 
prior art compositions e.g. D2, example 1, part 5. 

The technical problem of the present application is the provision of an antimicrobial 
method involving contacting a hard surface with an effective amount of antimicrobial 
composition. However, there is no surprising effect over the prior art, therefore, no 
inventive merit is acknowledged. 

The inclusion of the loading factor in the independent claims 7, 14 and 17 does not 
render the subject-matter new and inventive over the prior art (see Re Item VIII, point 
3), since the application of an antimicrobial solution to a nonwoven material is well 
known in the art and would be obvious to one skilled in the art. 
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Furthermore, the "article of manufacture" of claim 17, which incorporates the subject- 
matter of claim 7 with the additional features of a container and a set of instructions, is 
not inventive in the sense of art. 33 PCT because the premoistened wipe is not 
inventive, therefore the packaging of such a material is also not considered to be 
inventive. 



Re Item VI 

Certain documents cited 

Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 

Application No Publication date 

Patent No (day/month/year) 

DE 19737072 A1 04.03.1999 



Filing date Priority date (valid claim) 

(day/month/year) (day/month/year) 

26.08.1997 26.08.1997 



The document D4 indicated on the international search report as a P-document will not 
be taken into consideration with regard to novelty or inventive step assessment. The 
filing date falls before the priority date (26.06.1998) and the filing date (14.06.1999) of 
the present application. Since the priority document is not presently available, the 
priority is assumed to be valid and therefore, D4 shall not be taken into consideration 
for novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability assessment, at the moment. If, 
however, at the regional phase of examination, the priority is found to be invalid D4 
may be used for novelty assessment for the parts of the application for which priority is 
not valid. 

Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

1. The term "incorporated herein by reference" is used throughout the description. If 
the applicant wishes to incorporate the documents mentioned, the disclosure 
thereof should be included expressis verbis in the description under the conditions 
set out in the PCT guidelines 4.17 or the phrase "incorporated herein by 
reference" should be deleted. 

2. The units of "inches" / "per square inch" employed in the claims and the 
description are not additionally expressed in terms of the units stipulated by Rule 
10.1(a)PCT. 
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Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 

1 . The term "at least about" and "about" used throughout the claims does not define 
the parameter to which it relates. The use of "about" in the claims should be 
avoided particularly for ranges as it renders the subject-matter obscure, since the 
endpoints of the range are made unclear. Furthermore, the use of "about" does 
not clearly delimit the subject-matter from the prior art. 

2. The term "remain" used in claim 1 renders the subject-matter vague. 

3. The term "loading factor" is defined in the description (page 17, line 13-15), 
however, this definition does not indicate how much active ingredient is contained 
in the 2 grams of liquid antimicrobial composition. Thus, the inclusion of this 
feature renders the subject-matter of the claims vague and furthermore, does not 
distinguish the present application from the prior art. 

4. With respect to the following, no support can be found in the description: 

a) Claim 6 discloses "mixtures thereof" (of Salmonella cholraesius and 
Staphylooccus aureus). 

b) The range of solvent disclosed in claim 11 . 

c) The ranges disclosed in claim 14 parts (iv) and (v). 
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ACTION 


International application No. 
PCT/ IB 99/01101 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

14/06/1999 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 

26/06/1998 


Applicant 

THE PROCTER & GAMBLE COMPANY et al . 



This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 



. sheets. 



This International Search Report consists of a total of 6 

fX] It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1. Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 

| | contained in the international application in written form. 

| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

| [ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 

| | the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

| | the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 

2. Q^j Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 

3. Q Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 



4. With regard to the title, 

| | the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

pT| the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 

PREMOISTENED WIPE WITH RESIDUAL ANTIMICROBIAL ACTIVITY 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

[X] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

□ the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. — 

| | as suggested by the applicant. Q None of the figures. 

| | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| | because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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